The

M.U.S.EU.M.

A magazine of the Society of Christian Doctrine, founded by Saint George Preca

Issue 7 March 2010




Maurice Mifsud, 1926 -2010.
The earthly journey ends. In 1956 Maurice sails from Naples
to Melbourne to begin the mission of the SDC in Australia

MV Surriento - Courtesy of the Saxon Fogarty
Collection. Fremantle Ports.

MV Surriento was built for Grace Line, New York for New York

- Central America service. In 1940 sold to the US Navy for

use as a troopship. In July 1946 laid up in New York and in

1948 sold to Achille Lauro, Italy and was refitted at Genoa.

In May 1949 started on the Genoa - Sydney run, later Naples
- Venezuela. From 1959 to 1960 refitted and modernised at
Genoa and on 30 -9-1966 arrived at La Spezia, Italy for
demolition.



M.U.SJE.U.M.

Copyright © 2010, Society of Christian Doctrine, Australia Region

The spirit and vision of George Preca

The M.U.S.E.U.M. is issued biannually for friends and associates of the  Society of
Christian Doctrine in the Australian Region. M.U.S.E.U.M. represents the first
letter of a prayer in Latin, Magister Untinam Sequatur Evangelium
Universus Mundus translating Divine teacher, may
the whole world follow the Gospel.

Editors
Peter Judge sdc Mark Micallef sdc
Email: pliudge@optusnet.com.au Email: markmicallef@optusnet.com.au

4 Celebrating the Life of Maurice Mifsud

7 SDC Around the World
Annual General Meeting 2009

8 Icons and Devotional Images
Ursula Betka

10 The Monastic Communities of Jerusalem
12  Under the grill

with Malcolm Miller
15  Sacred Spot
16  Xikal Church in Tianjin China
18  Saintly people

Mary Ward, The Incomparable Woman
20 Par |l i ament of t he Wor |
22 Our World! Our Future!

CONTENTISSUE 7 MARCH 2010

This magazine is online at www.sdcprecaoz.

o



Celebrating the Life of .....

MAURICE MIFSUD

2 May 1926 1

8 February 2010

With a mixture of humour, humility and
humanity, we know Maurice as a man who
lived his dream. His life expressions help
expl ain hi s power f ul
commitment to his faith is what made him an
effective figure.

Maurice John Mifsud was born in Malta on 2
May 1926 to parents Carmela and Philip.
Brother to Mary and Tessie , who survive
him, and Edward, Walter, Louis and Joseph,
all now deceased. His brothers Edward and
Walter were Kkilled during World War Il. A
monument to their memory stands at the
entrance of his town centre of Attard, in
Malta.

Unlike most men and women who are part of
the SDC in Malta, Maurice did not grow up in
it. He was reluctant to attend the meetings

and was finally persuaded by a friend to
attend and remained ever since.

Maurice was incorporated into the SDC in
1944, when the world was at war. It was
also during the early weeks of his first job
with the government in Malta. He told the
story that he required permission to leave
work for a couple of hours so that he may be
at his incorporation.

He learnt much from the early Members; his
mentor being Eugene Borg, the first Superior
General. Maurice was one of the original six
chosen by the Founder, now St George
Preca, to officially establish the SDC in
Australia, arriving with other Members at the
iconic Station Pier in Melbourne on the MV
Surriento on 18 April 1956.

I n Mauriceds uni que
that from the time he arrived in Australia, he

placed Miraculous Medals blessed by George

Preca, in public places beginning with the

4 God comes to us disguised as our livesvon Balthasar

Maurice in the 1960s

port at Fremantle and finally placed some on
Mt Wellington in Hobart.

Many of us are familiar with the stories that
Maurice narrates, withholding an audience
more often than not. In the last few years of
his life, he was pleased to see his Australian
Stories of the early days of the SDC
published. One story that he never forgot to
tell us was from an event in September 1961.
The Delegate of the Superior General in
Australia at the time, Father Joseph Abela
and four SDC Members including Maurice,
came to Hobart to explore the possibility of
beginning the SDC in this State. This at the
request of the Archbishop of Hobart, Sir
Guilford Young. The Archbishop had already
requested a copy of our Constitutions and
wanted to discuss the matter further.

Maurice related that they met the Archbishop
for two consecutive days and went for a drive
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aspects of the life of a Member and that of
the local church. Whilst taking a keen interest
in the mission and work of the SDC,



questions were direct from the Archbishop,
particularly about the spiritual life of the
Member.

While driving along Strickland Avenue which
was named after Sir Gerald Strickland, former
Prime Minister of Malta, and once Governor of
Tasmania, the Vow of Forgiveness, which
Members make, was referred to. On hearing
this, in a style that would be familiar with
many of us, the Archbishop parked the car to
the side of the road, removed his hat, bowed
his head on the steering wheel and said:
"Please come to Tasmania."

This action struck Maurice very deeply,
resulting in him coming to Hobart in Novem-

ber of that year, and stayed ever since. He

has been most generous with his time and
personal resources.

Maurice fell in love with Tasmania at first sight
and never tired of the beautiful environs of
Preca House on Sandy Bay Road that over-
looks the Derwent and said many times that
he has been to many places throughout the

Archbishop Guilford Young of Hobart and Maurice in 1986

Maurice presents a badge of the SDC to a young man in the
1970s

world but nothing could compare with his
beautiful Tasmania. And the vista from his
room overlooking the bay, this is certainly
true.

Maurice had a wealth of knowledge relating to
church history, lives of saints and apologetics
and shared his knowledge willingly with all
many long nights and stories afterwards. In
Melbourne and Hobart, he worked for the
Department of Veteran Affairs as an auditor in
the Housing Department.

He led the SDC as Regional Superior from
1975 through to 1997. His focus was to
contribute to the Church in the Australian set-
ting. The SDC grew in Australia against many
difficulties, but Maurice had a vision for us.
Under
joined. He was instrumental in establishing the
SDC in Queensland and always encouraged
Members to be generous in transferring from
state -to - state.

He continued with the idealism and spirit of
George Preca to the end but very much aware
of the Australian setting and culture. He
always thought that both could merge quiet
successfully. He was strident in his efforts to

If there is no wind 1 row. Latin Proverb
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