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In unity under God lies our strength. Mary MacKillop  ��

Blessing of Saint George Preca 
of Malta Monument 
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Blessing of the statue by Archbishop Denis Hart 
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Belief is truth held in the mind; faith is a fire in the heart. Joseph Fort Newton  

SDC Members, Patricia and Miriam Belli, Giorgina Camilleri, Joseph Micallef, Franco Zardo, Peter Judge pictured with the                    
President at the reception following the blessing 

Above: Archbishop Denis Hart, Reverend Gerard Johnson, Dean of the  
Cathedral and Dr Edward Fenech Adami at the blessing. 

Right: Visitors photographed with the statue  



They build too low who build beneath the skies. An inscription on a building in Washington, D.C  ��
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A Way of the Cross for Sydney 

Rev Franco Cavarro  



To handle yourself, use your head; to handle others, use your heart. Donald Laird  ��
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The Lord is close to all who call on him, yes, to all who call on him sincerely. Psalm 145:18  ��
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All things pass... Patience attains all it strives for. Mother Teresa  ��
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Joseph Portelli 

Joseph Portelli debut album 



If God had wanted me otherwise, he would have created me otherwise. Johann Wolfgang von Goethe  ���
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Max Farrugia 

Privileged to have served ! 
Alan Gauci’s story (part 2) 
Meet George’s neighbour: 
Max Farrugia 



The wisdom of life consists in the elimination of nonessentials. Lin Yutang  ���

Meet George’s neighbour 
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George Preca preaching outdoors 

Frank Duff at Vatican II 
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George Preca Mass 
Friday 8 May 2009 

7:30 PM 
Nazareth Catholic College 

 1 Hartley Road, Flinders Park 
 

HOBART 
 

George Preca Mass 
Saturday 9 May 2009 

7:00 PM 
Preca Centre Hobart 

500 Sandy Bay Road, Sandy Bay 
 

MELBOURNE 
 

George Preca Mass 
Friday 5 June 2009 

7:30 PM 
St Thomas More Parish 
69 North Street, Hadfield 

 

Eucharist Adoration 
Saturday 6 June 2009 
10:00 AM - 5:00 PM 

SDC Regional Centre 
82 Westmoreland Road, Sunshine North 

 

Prayer Service 
Sunday 7 June 2009 

3:00 PM 
Monument of St George Preca 

St Patrick’s Cathedral 
 

SYDNEY 
 

George Preca Mass 
Friday 8 May 2009 

7:00PM 
La Vallette Chapel 

175 Walters Road, Blacktown 
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My earliest influences in sculpture came when I 
started primary school which I hated, probably    
because I was dyslexic and unable to read      
properly. My mother tried to help by reading to me. 
I recall my joy at hearing stories about          
Michelangelo so perhaps that is when the 
‘sculpture seed’ was planted. Due to reading diffi-
culties, I spent time on other activities, especially 
making things, from which I gained great personal 
satisfaction and also parental approval. 

I often visited the Museum (one of my favourite 
places) and was 8 or 9 when I looked up at the 
sculpture of St George and the Dragon, thrilled by 
realising that someone had made that wonderful 
object. I believe the vocational seed my mother 
planted germinated at that moment.  I have been a 
sculptor ever since, making more and more diffi-
cult things. 
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The process of producing a realistic sculpture has 
several aspects. First I like to have a story to tell, 
usually about a particular person or perhaps an 
event, so research is important. From the re-
search, and referring to photographs of the subject 
and perhaps a stand-in live model, I develop a 
sculptural concept and then make a small sketch 
model of the sculpture (maquette). 

After developing the maquette and consultation 
with the client, I commence the full-size sculpture 
in clay. After successful completion and approval 
of the clay sculpture I cast it into wax (using plas-
ter waste moulds) in appropriate size sections. 
The wax sections are delivered to the bronze cast-
ing Foundry and subjected to the ‘lost wax’ casting 
process to create the final bronze sculpture.  
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Under the grill 
with Peter Corlett 

If you can't be a good example, then you'll just have to be a horrible warning. Catherine Aird  �	
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My ‘Australian Light Horse’ memorial sculpture 
(installed last year in Be’er Sheva) is probably the 
most demanding commission of my career to date. 
I have done a number of commissions dealing with 
WW1 and strongly empathise with this period. My 
father served on the Western Front in that war.  He 
typically refused to answer my questions about it, 
obviously the greatest trauma of his life.    

If my Be’er Sheva work ‘breathes’ it is probably   
because it shows a wild-looking horse leaping over 
the Turkish sandbag defences – showing the    
moment of the break-through. Horse, rider and all 
the gear is poised in a moment of frozen action. I 
tried to invest it with my feelings and commitment 
as an artist. 

Wherever you go, go with all your heart. Confucious  �
�

 

Above: Peter supervises 
the installation of his 
Australian Light Horse 
sculpture in a new park in 
Be’er Sheva, Israel on 21 
April, 2008; 
Source: Ricki Rosen, 
AAP. 
 
Right: Peter with his clay 
creation 



If you judge people, you have no time to love them. Mother Teresa  ��

Under the Grill 
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The lack of clear images of St George Preca was 
a problem, however it seems that commitment and 
intention can sometimes overcome.  By studying 
the overall shape and position of Preca from all the 
various angles, I could determine his general bulk 
and posture. Also, by studying each facial element 
from the various angles and combining this         
information with my established knowledge of 
faces in general, I determined the most probable 
likeness. This likeness was then confirmed or   
contradicted during viewings of the clay sculpture 
by the Maltese community who visited my studio. 
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I am aware of the growing interest in public art 
(street art) and that there will always be artists 
wishing to put their works and names into the   
public domain. The art they produce will become 
more diverse as new forms of communication are 
devised. One only has to look at graffiti and          
stencil-art of the current time. 
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There is no particular work I can mention. I find joy 
in many works by other sculptors and artists. To 
single out one to stand alone is as difficult as      
selecting one’s favourite colour or wine, composer 
or friend.   

Images of George Preca used for modelling 

Peter providing the finishing touches 



This time like all times is a very good one if we but know what to do with it. Ralph Waldo Emerson  ���
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Blessing of Jubilarians 



Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.  1 Corinthians 13:6  ��
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Following the Pugin Trail 

A W N Pugin, engraved by J H Lynch 
from an etching by John Rogers Herbert, late 
1852. Oscott College, Birmingham 



The wise speak when they have something to say, the fools speak when they have to say something.  ���

Brian Andrews presenting Pugin at St John the Evangelist 
Church, Richmond 
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Interior of the House of Lords, Palace of Westminster 
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Source: Creating a Gothic Paradise: Pugin at the Antipodes    
Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery, 2002 Tasmanian Museum 
and Art Gallery’s National Touring Exhibition Education Kit�



Humility is the only true wisdom by which we prepare our minds for all the possible changes of life. George Arliss  ��

Julian Tenison Woods 
(1832-1889) 
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Sketch of Julian Tenison Woods 



We can do nothing without God. Mary MacKillop  ���
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Saintly People 

Julian Tenison Woods in Asia 
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Original Sketches by Julian Tenison Woods 

The Clarke Medal of Julian Tenison Woods in Asia 

How appropriate is the 
last resting place of the 
gentle learned priest 
and naturalist! Crowned 
with the cross, beneath 
the statue of the 'Sweet 
Mother' whom he loved 
so tenderly.  
 
Blessed Mary                 
MacKillop 

Burial place of Julian Tenison Woods 



Penola 
Where it all began 
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Try always to be generous with God. Mary MacKillop  	�

Mary MacKillop Penola Centre 

School House 
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Gratitude is the memory of the heart. Mary MacKillop  	��
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St Joseph’s Church 
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 Facilitator:  
REV CHARLES GAUCI 

Chaplain to the SDC in Australia  
 

21 - 23 AUGUST 2009 
 

HOLY CROSS CENTRE 
PASSIONIST COMMUNITY 

207 Serpells Road  
Templestowe, Victoria 3106 

Tel: (03) 9846 6014 
 

The weekend begins with dinner on  
Friday 21 August at 7.00 pm  

 
Cost: $250 per person (Please bring own linen) 

 
This weekend is for men and women who have an inter est  
in the spirituality of the Society of Christian Doc trine and 
its Founder, St George Preca, and who are keen to c on-

tinue this in their daily lives. 
 

Please indicate your interest in attending and we will           
communicate with you shortly: 

Wisdom is the supreme part of happiness. Sophocles  		�

JOSEPH AZZOPARDI 
9 Waterview Drive, Cairnlea 3023 
Tel:  (03) 9390 0948 
Mobile: 0403 389 888 
Email: joejanaz@bigpond.net.au 

GEORGE MONTEBELLO 
5 Wattlegrove Road, Cairnlea 3023 
Tel:   (03) 9329 9891 
Mobile:  0417 546 734 
Email: g_montebello@optusnet.com.au 



 




