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Divine Teacher, may the whole world follow the Gospel 
This magazine is online at  www.sdcprecaoz.org 
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World Youth Day 2008 
Celebrating Faith! 

A good man is not a perfect man; a good man is an honest man, faithful, and unhesitatingly responsive to the voice of God in his life. John Fischer  ��
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Commissioning Service, St Patrick’s Cathedral, Melbourne 
DID Commissioning Mass, Telstra  Dome, Melbourne 

Pilgrim walk to welcome Pope Benedict XVI, Sydney 

Gathering of SDC pilgrims and friends, Sydney 

SDC Members at Randwick Racecourse, Sydney 



World Youth Day 

God doesn't look at how much we do, but with how much love we do it. Mother Teresa  

Prayer Service with Pope Benedict XVI, Barangaroo, Sydney Pilgrimage walk to Randwick Racecourse 

Stations of the Cross, Barangaroo, Sydney 

SDC Members and friends from Adelaide 

WYD catechesis gathering, St Patrick’s Parish, Sydney 

Parade of pilgrims 



If God can work through me, he can work through anyone. St Francis of Assisi  ��

Frank Duff at Vatican II 
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Regional Centre  
82 Westmoreland Road 

Nth Sunshine, Victoria 3020 
Tel: 03 9364 9765 
Fax: 03 9364 9765 

Email: sdcpreca@optusnet.com.au 

New South Wales  

Carss Park  
3 Bunyala St 

Carss Park, 2221 
Tel: 02 9546 1232 
Fax: 02 9594 0724 

Rooty Hill  
46 Rooty Hill Rd Sth 

Rooty Hill, 2766 
Tel: 02 9625 3753 
Fax: 02 9625 3765 

Queensland  

Capalaba  
60 Finucane Rd 
Capalaba, 4157 

Tel: 07 3390 3069 
Fax: 07 3390 3069 

South Australia  

Adelaide  
96 East St 

Brompton, 5007 
Tel: 08 8346 7683 
Fax: 08 8346 7683 

 

Tasmania  

Hobart  
500 Sandy Bay Rd 
Sandy Bay, 7005 
Tel: 03 6225 1646 
Fax: 03 6225 5080 

Victoria  

Altona Meadows  
39 Talbot St 

Altona Meadows, 3028 
Tel: 03 9360 0199 
Fax: 03 9360 9537 

Ardeer  
13 Lorna Cres 

Sunshine West, 3020 
Tel: 03 9363 4717 
Fax: 03 9363 4717 

Deer Park  
797 Ballarat Rd 
Deer Park, 3023 

Tel: 03 9363 8960 
Fax: 03 9363 8960 

St Albans  
29 Rosslare Pde 
St Albans, 3021 

Tel: 03 9356 0734 
Fax: 9356 0734 

World Youth Day 

��

WYD Mass, Randwick Racecourse, Sydney 

Evening Vigil, Randwick Racecourse, Sydney 

Adoration of the Eucharist, Randwick Racecourse, Sydney 



If God be for us, who can be against us? Romans 8:31  ��

SDC Around the World 
Launch into the Deep! 
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Celebratory dinner 

Visitors from Peru bid farewell 



You are what you think. You are what you go for. You are what you do! Bob Richards  ��
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Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati 
A Saint for the Modern World 



Pier Giorgio with friends 
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Don't measure yourself by what you have accomplished, but by what you should have accomplished with your ability. John Wooden  ��

Saintly people 

Pier Giorgio the outdoorsman Pier Giorgio, inspiration to young people 



What we see depends mainly on what we look for. Sir John Lubbock  �	�
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Giuseppe Cassar 

Water colour painting by Giuseppe Cassar 

Privileged to have served ! 
Alan Gauci’s story (part 2) 
Giuseppe Cassar 
and the journey of a picture 



He who sits in the heavens shall laugh. Psalm 2:4  ���

Meet George’s Neighbour 
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George Preca—Laying of the foundation stone ceremony 
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I think that the greatest challenge for the Church in 
Malta, along with the whole of the Western world, 
is to change the model of the Church from that 
which we knew fifty years ago, to that of the    
primitive Church. Fifty years ago, we lived in a   
protected society, both with regards to basic       
values and also with regards to respect for the        
authority of the Church. Now the Church has to  
fulfil its mission in a society which is many times 
critical of the Catholic Church, and with secularist 
ideas. This criticism has sometimes left us in 
shock, unable to react. The primitive Church which 
we find in the Acts of the Apostle was founded on 
a strong faith of those who believed, based on a 
personal experience of the Lord. It was a Church 
which was not awed by the pagan culture, but saw 
in it a place for spreading the Word. It was a 
‘welcoming’ Church, not closed in itself, but     
seeking others outside of itself  to proclaim our 
Lord. 
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As I explained early in my tenure of office as 
Archbishop, the motto was a gift of Divine       
Providence. I was searching for a motto, and I 
happened to open a book of daily meditations. In 
this, a quotation from Isaiah was there. It            
immediately struck me. What I saw in it was the 
role of the Church on two levels. It shows the way 
for a personal relationship with the Lord which    
depends also on not putting anything in the way of 
the Lord, who wants so much to enter into our own 
personal life. It explains also the mission of the 
Church: its mediation between God and humanity. 
The Lord is ready to enter into the life of every   
person in the world. The Church’s mission is to 
help open the way to the Lord especially through 
its witness. People who do not as yet believe, 
have to see to believe. The Church becomes the 
Mystical Body of Christ when it takes on the role of 
the Incarnate Christ, becoming an incarnated 
Word in each time and country. 
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Under the grill 
with Archbishop Paul Cremona 

Nothing in the world is so powerful as an idea whose time has come. Victor Hugo  �
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One of the reasons for my going to Australia was 
to be with the youth attending the WYD, especially 
those who accompanied me from Malta. It was a 
great experience, especially seeing these young 
people full of joy at this Christian experience. 
There was a very good organisation of the event 
both at an organisational level, but more so at a 
spiritual level. The catechetical sessions, the Way 
of the Cross, the Vigil and the main Mass on    
Sunday were all very moving experiences which 
have left a deep impression on all those who      
followed them. But I was very much impressed 
with the great impact that this youth meeting had 
on Australian society. Indicative of their witness 
was the reaction of the police who replied to us, 
while thanking them: “What for, Father: with all 
these young people, we did not have any         
problem”. 
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There were many, especially my meetings with the 
different Maltese communities in Melbourne,    
Adelaide, Sydney, Mackay, Brisbane, Wollongong 
and Canberra. The meetings with the Maltese 
communities, and the Masses were all memorable. 
However, if I have to mention a specific moment, it 
was going to the sugar-cane plantations in      
Mackay: seeing and feeling and hearing about the 
difficulties the first Maltese emigrants had to face 
to settle down. No, thank God, in many cases, 
many of these efforts had a fruitful success for 
many Maltese. 
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In those days leading to the canonisation, the first 
impact was obviously one of joy and pride. It was 
also an occasion of thanksgiving for the Lord, who 
gave to the Church in Malta this great ‘prophet’. 
He was a person who had already preceded     
Vatican Council II, especially in the role of the     
laity, and his insistence on the importance of      
formation and catechesis. During those days my 
recollection to the Church in Malta was that up to 
those times, the faithful in Malta recognised more 
in Dun George, the MUSEUM and the sterling 
work which they were doing in catechesis. The 
‘person’ Dun George was known only to the        
adherents of the Society of Christian Doctrine. 
Now, we priests and laity, have to know more the 
saintliness of Dun George, and the universal    
message of Dun George: his humility, his trust in 
young people if they are formed well, his love for 
the Lord. He is also a great role model even for us 
priests, especially in his pastoral zeal and in his 
love for those who were searching for the Lord.  

Don't ever take a fence down until you know why it was put up. Robert Frost  ���
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I had the occasion to meet also the Members of 
the Society of Christian Doctrine in Australia, and 
to hear of their apostolate. I think that the charism 
and the apostolate of the Society of Christian   
Doctrine pertains to the universal Church, in the 
sense that the need which it responds to – the 
teaching of catechesis and the spreading of the 
Word of God  - is universal. Obviously, it is then up 
to the Superiors to make the necessary              
adaptations according to the different places in 
which the Society shall be fulfilling its mission. 

 

Archbishop Paul Cremona with SDC Members in Australia 
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The Great Cathedral 
Toledo Cathedral, Spain 
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Toledo Cathedral 

The best antiques are old friends. Unknown  ��
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Be kind to unkind people; they probably need it the most. Ashleigh Brilliant  ���
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Sacred places 

Retablo—High Altar 

El Greco: 
The Disrobing of Christ 

Guilded Monstrance 



Privileged to have served ! 
Alan Gauci’s story (part 2) 
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The fool wonders, the wise man asks. Benjamin Disraeli  ��

Alan Gauci 
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Tony Farrugia and Emmanuel Fenech sdc, Fr Thomas 
Garvey, Sr John and Sr Philip (Rosary House Sisters), Em-
manuel (Alan) Gauci sdc -  First Holy Communion at St Camil-
lus de Lellis, Warrane, circa 1960s 

Peace, like charity, begins at home. Franklin D. Roosevelt  ���

Archbishop Guilford Young of Hobart prays at the tomb of 
George Preca, November 1963 

Oz stories 

First Holy Communion at St Camillus de Lellis, 27.10.63 
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Tend to the moment, and the hours, days, years will tend to themselves. Matthieu Ricard  ��
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Fr Joe Medwin, Emmanuel 
Gauci, June 1962, Glenorchy 



Trees are the earth's endless effort to speak to the listening heaven. Rabindranath Tagore  ���

 

 Sacred Spot 

Trust in God.  
Remember, we are but travellers here. 

   Words of Mary MacKillop inscribed on her tomb 

In memory of  

Emmanuel Baldacchino sdc 
1935 - 2008 

Joseph Zammit sdc 
1932 - 2008 



You cannot raise a man up by calling him down. William Boetcker  
	

Our Lady of the Southern Cross 
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Our Lady Help of Christians, St Mary’s Cathedral, Sydney 



God blesses those whose hearts are pure, for they will see God. Matthew 5:8  
��
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DP-AF GPCAPT Bob Rodgers promotes WOFF Kevin 
O’Sullivan to PLTOFF Chaplain before he leaves for theological 
training. (Photo by LAC Al Bencke)  
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 A monument of George Preca, honouring Malta’s first saint, 
will be erected in the grounds of                                                                 

St Patrick’s Cathedral, Melbourne. 
 

An appeal has been created for this monument. 
 

Donations can be made by completing the cut out below and 
mailing to: 

 

Stan Drozdow 
Society of Christian Doctrine 

82 Westmoreland Road, North Sunshine, Victoria 3020  
 

Please make cheques payable to: 
MCCV DUN GORG PRECA APPEAL 

 

All donations will be acknowledged by a receipt. 

A wise man will make more opportunities than he finds. Francis Bacon  

�

George Preca                       
Monument Appeal 

 
Name: ……………………………. 

  ……………………………. 
 

Address: ……………………………. 

  ……………………………. 

  ……………………………. 
 

Tel. No’: ……………………………. 
 

Donation: ……………………………  

����  

Peter 
Corlett 

Peter Corlett has been commissioned to design 
and sculpture the monument of George Preca. His 
works are represented in the collections at          
museums and art galleries around Australia. 
Among these are the memorials of Simpson and 
his   Donkey and Sir Edward "Weary" Dunlop for 
the Australian War Memorial, and Blessed Mary 
MacKillop  at St Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta. 



Joseph Borg, Maltese Community Council and Peter Judge sdc discuss the monument with 
the sculptor, Peter Corlett. 




