N
|

A magazihe by the Society of Christian Doctrine, fo  unded by Saint George Preca




M.U.SIE.U.M.

Copyright © 2008, Society of Christian Doctrine, Australia Region

The M.U.S.E.U.M. is issued biannually for friends a nd associates of the Society of
Christian Doctrine in the Australian Region.

Editors
Peter Judge sdc Mark Micallef sdc
Email: pliudge@optusnet.com.au Email: markmicallef@optusnet.com.au

4 SDC around the world
SDC Adelaide celebrates fifty years

6 Oz stories
Privileged to have served - Alan Gauci’s story

9 SDC prepares for WYD 08
10  Oratorio DUN OR
12  Under the grill

with Paul Farrugia, sdc

14  Saintly people
Frank Duff

16  Legion of Mary

17  Meet George’s neighbour
Harry Zammit Cordina

18  Sacred places
The Imperial Cathedral, Aachen

20  Saint George Preca, a Maltese writer
22  Celebrating the Feast of George Preca

www.sdcprecaoz.org

Divine Teacher, may the whole world follow the Gosgl




SDC In Adelaide celebrates
fifty years
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Horace Cassar, Emmanuel Mifsud, Archbishop Philip Wilson,
Carmen Farrugia sdc, Harry Brincat sdc and Charles Galea sdc

Patricia and Miriam Belli sdc with the Archbishop
Lunch following Mass

Do not abandon yourselves to despair. We are the Bas people and hallelujah is our song.Pope John Paul Il



SDC around the world

Doubts are the ants in the pants of faith. They keejp awake and moving.Frederick Buechner



Privileged to have served !
Alan Gaucl’s story
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MV Surriento

(Courtesy of Marine & Technical Services Fremantle Ports)

As much of heaven is visible as we have eyes to.s&dliam Winter
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Every calling is great when greatly pursued.Oliver Wendell Holmes

Oz stories

Sketch by Frank Schembri
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Oz stories

Joseph Mifsud, Emmanuel Baldacchino, Alan Gauci and
Fr J Zerafa sj in the 1960s
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Regional Centre

82 Westmoreland Road
Nth Sunshine, Victoria 3020
Tel: 03 9364 9765
Fax: 03 9364 9765
Email: sdcpreca@optusnet.com.au

New South Wales

South Australia

Carss Park

3 Bunyala St
Carss Park, 2221
Tel: 02 9546 1232
Fax: 02 9594 0724

Rooty Hill
46 Rooty Hill Rd Sth
Rooty Hill, 2766
Tel: 02 9625 3753
Fax: 02 9625 3765

ueensland

Capalaba

60 Finucane Rd
Capalaba, 4157
Tel: 07 3390 3069
Fax: 07 3390 3069

Adelaide

96 East St
Brompton, 5007
Tel: 08 8346 7683
Fax: 08 8346 7683

Tasmania

Hobart

500 Sandy Bay Rd
Sandy Bay, 7005
Tel: 03 6225 1646
Fax: 03 6225 5080

Victoria

Altona Meadows
39 Talbot St

Altona Meadows, 3028

Tel: 03 9360 0199
Fax: 03 9360 9537

Ardeer
13 Lorna Cres

Sunshine West, 3020

Tel: 03 9363 4717
Fax: 03 9363 4717

He who is filled with love is filled with God himséf. Saint Augustine

Deer Park

797 Ballarat Rd
Deer Park, 3023
Tel: 03 9363 8960
Fax: 03 9363 8960

St Albans

29 Rosslare Pde
St Albans, 3021
Tel: 03 9356 0734
Fax: 9356 0734



SDC prepares for WYD 08
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God enters by a private door into every individual.Ralph Waldo



Oratorio DUN OR !
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Let your light shine before men so that they may segur good works and glorify your Father in HeavenMatthew 5:16




Music does not excite us until it is performedBenjamin Britten




Under the grill
with Paul Farrugia sdc
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The SDC began its presence in Sudan in July
1985. Two SDC Members wished to share their
vocational ministry in a new country, made
contacts and through God’s providence and the
approval of the Superior General, (at that time,
Francis Saliba), found themselves in El Obeid,
Sudan. They started their work as teachers in
Comboni School, working with the Comboni
Fathers. Through their work they made contact
with Christian youth attending the same school
and within a short time they started their ministry
there. A new Apostolic Administrator was ap-
pointed in that time, Mons Macram Max Gassis,
who saw a great potential for the SDC. He visited
Malta and asked the Superior General, Victor
Delicata to send more Members to El Obeid. This
was realised and the SDC was given the admini-
stration of Comboni School, something the SDC
kept running until 2002. | was sent to El Obied in
1985 to join the other Members there.

In 1989 some Members were sent to Comboni
College, Khartoum to help in the college and also
to begin our ministry in Khartoum. Most of the
members were working in Comboni College on the
teaching staff and administration. Contacts started
with parishes and the SDC Members started their
apostolate in two parishes, Banat and Mayo. At
present, due to the limited number of Members,
the apostolate is in Mayo parish only. This is quite
a big parish on the outskirts of Khartoum, about 20
km from the centre of the town. Activities are held
there on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and
Saturday. | am responsible for organising the
preparation classes for the Sacraments of

Initiation, with the help of the Salesian Sisters who
work in the parish. The post confirmation group
meets twice weekly.

Unfortunately Sudan has been ravished by war.
The Comprehensive Peace Agreement signed in
January 2005, is still quite fragile. We pray and
hope that it wil be fully implemented and
observed. The situation in Darfur is still very
difficult to assess. Unfortunately it is spreading
over to Chad. Of course when there is war in a
country, this brings many problems, like instability,
suffering, displacement of people etc. One has to
learn to live with these situations, as best as one

God never shuts one door but he opens anothdrish Proverb




can and face the challenges that are presented.
One of the challenges that the local Bishops has
presented to the faithful and especially to the
evangelising agents is to educate and teach for
peace and reconciliation. This challenge is also
being presented by the universal church when it
announced the Second Special Assembly for
Africa (on 22nd June 2005) with the title: “The
Church in Africa in Service to Reconciliation,
Justice and Peace. You are the Salt of the Earth.
You are the Light of the World”.

Australia even in our centres and in our ministry. |
met a few Sudanese children in one of the centres
| visited and they seemed to be at home with the
other children.

This question is not easy to answer. There are
also many reasons for this situation. The time |
spent in Australia was quite short and so the
number of people | met was quite limited,
especially from among the Sudanese people. One
has to keep in mind that most of the Sudanese
people who have been accepted in Australia re-
cently, are coming from the South of Sudan, a
place that has been in war for the last 21 years.
Most of these people have been traumatised by
the experience of the civil war and all types of
atrocities. Most of these migrants have not chosen
to leave their country, but were forced to flee,
running away from a very bad situation. These
people are carrying with them this trauma, and
then they find themselves in a new continent, hav-
ing a different culture and weather.

| feel that many of these migrants are still trying to
ascertain their identity in a new land, they have
lost so much and now they are trying to build
something new, unfortunately not always in the
right way. Some of the new Sudanese migrants
are idle and so this has a negative effect on their
lifestyle. | met some Australians who are working
directly with the Sudanese people, and they say
that the present conflict of these people is no
worse than other people coming from the same
situation. It is true that it is only the sensational
that makes news. The SDC has a great opportu-
nity to make Sudanese children feel at home in

| feel that there is a future for the SDC
everywhere, in the Sudan, Australia, or any other
place that the Society sees fit to be present. The
Society is part of the Catholic Church, and if there
is place for the Church, there is place for our
Society. One cannot forget the fact that some
places are more challenging than others. Our
charisma as dedicated lay people has a special
challenge. Our Society started in Malta and
whereever we are present we must adapt to the lo-
cal environment. Inculturation is not easy and
needs time, patience and prayer to let the Holy
Spirit lead the Members in finding the best way of
implanting the Society in any new situation.

St George Preca founded a society giving lay
people an important role in the Church. This role of
the lay people in the Church was confirmed by the
Second Vatican Council. It is now the role of the
SDC Members to find new ways to adapt to the
needs of the People of God at the present time
and in their different situations. We have to put
new wine into new wine skins. The message is
always the same but we need to have modern and
relevant packaging. It is the responsibility of every
SDC Member, young and old to see how to adapt
today this great charisma that St George shared
with some youths. | am sure that that the World
Youth Day will be a great opportunity for the SDC
in this continent to present to the youth from
different continents gathered in Australia to pre-
sent a new way to follow Christ.

Man proposes, but God dispose§-homas a’'’Kempis




Frank Duff
Servant of God
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Frank Duff

Family of Frank Duff

I live and love in God's peculiar light. Michelangelo
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Saintly people

Legion of Mary Altar
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Frank Duff at Vatican Il

God is our refuge and our strength, a very preserttelp in trouble. Psalms 16:1




Legion of Mary
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Corpus Christi, Bellerive group on an excursion
organised for the African community in Hobart

A baby is God's opinion that the world should go onCarl Sandburg




Meet George’s Neighbour
Harry Zammit Cordina
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Rev Henry Cordina Perez

4 Harry Zammit Cordina

My religion is simple, my religion is kindness.Dalai Llama



The Imperial Cathedral
Aachen Cathedral, Germany
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Example is not the main thing in influencing othersijt is the only thing. Albert Schweitzer
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Sacred places

Brass chandelier and chapel

Glass chapel

Relics of Charlemagne
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If what you're working for really matters, you'll g ive it all you've got. Nido Qubein



Saint George Preca
A Maltese Writer
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Kites rise highest against the wind -- not with itSir Winston Churchill
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People prefer to follow those who help them, not tise who intimidate them.C Gene Wilkes




Feast of St George Preca

Celebrations in the Australian Region :

MELBOURNE - Friday 9 May

Eucharist Adoration George Preca Mass
Preca Centre St Bernadette’s Church
82 Westmoreland Road Westmoreland Road
North Sunshine North Sunshine
10.00 — 5.00 pm 7.30 pm
Come and pray
SYDNEY - Friday 9 May ADELAIDE - Friday 16 May
George Preca Mass George Preca Mass
La Vallette Chapel St Joseph’s Church
175 Walters Road 18 Captain Cook Avenue
Blacktown Flinders Park
7.00 pm 7.30 pm

You are what you think. You are what you go for. Ya are what you do!Bob Richards







